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HERE is no kind of falfe Wit which treated of Punning with very great Refpe&, and 
*’ has been fo recommended by the Pratice divided the feveral kinds of it into hard Names, 
B. of all Ages, as that which confiftsin a thatarereckoned among the Figures of Speech, and 
‘™™- Jingle of Words, and is comprehended recommended as Orn.ments.in Difcourfe. I) re- 
he general Name of Panning. It is indeed member a Country School-mafter of my Acquain- 
to kill a Weed, which the Soil has a na- tance told me once, that he had been in Company 
i Difpofition to produce. The Seeds of Pun- with a Gentleman whom he looked upon to be the 
ning agin. the Minds of all Men, and tho’theymay —greateft Paragrammati/t 2mmong the Moderns. Up- 
be falta’ by Reafon, Refle@tion and good Senfe, on Enquiry, I found my, learned Friend had dined 
Fhe very apt to fhoot up in the greateft that Day with Mr. Sw2», the famous Punntfter; and 
that is not broken and cultivated by the  defiring himto give mefome Acount of Mr. Swan’s 
vee Art. Imitation is naturalto us, and-when Converfation, he told me that he generally talked in 
iéddemnot raife the Mind toPoetry, Painting, Mu- the Paranomafia, that he fometitnes gave into the 
jot other more noble Arts, it often breaks out Ploce, but that in his humble Upinion he fhined moft 
1 Ponns and Quibbles. inthe Axtanaclajs. . 
Apiftetle, in the Eleventh Chapter of his Book I muft not here omit, that a famous Univerfity of 
#Rhetorick, defcribestwo orthreekindsof Punns, this Land was formerly very much Jniefted with 
fiieh he calls Paragrams, among the Beauties of Punns; but whether or ‘no this might not arife from 
ud,Writing, and produces Inftances of them out theFens and Marthes in which it was fituated, and 
ofthe greateft Authots inthe Greek Tongue. which are now drain’d, I muft leave to the Deter- 

has {prinkled feveral of his Works with Punns, mination of more. skilful Naturalilts. 

‘his Book where he lays down the Rules of — 

Omtory, quotes abundance of Sayings as Pieces of After this fhort Hiftory of Punning, one would 
eprnich alfo upon Examination prove arrant wonder how it should be fo entirely banifh’d out of 
. But the Age in which zhe Puen chiefly the Learned World, asit isat prefent, efpecially fince 
lmfitied, was the Reign of King ‘fames the it had found a Placein the Writings of the moft an- 
Fi, That learned Monarch was himfelf atolera- cient Polite Authors. To account for this, we muft 
iePunniter, and made.very few Bithops or Privy-° confider, that the firft Race of Authors, who were 
Counfetlors that had not fome time or other fig- the great Heroes in Writing, were deftitute of all 
tired themfelves bya Clinch, or a Conundrum. It Rules and Arts of Criticiim ; and for that Rea- 
Wgaherefore in this Age that the Punn appeared fon, though they excel later Writers in Greatnefs 
Pomp and Dignity. It had before been ad- of Genius, they fall fhort of them in Accuraty 
Minto metry Speeches and ludicreus Compo- and Correétneis.. The Moderns cannot reach 
but was now deliyered with great.Gravity their Beauties, but can avoid their Imperfeétions. 
fom the Pulpit, or pronounced in the moft folemn Whenthe World was furnith’d with thefe Authors 
Mm@ner at the Council-Table. ‘The greatcit Au- of the firft Eminence, there grew up another Set 
hits, iri their’ moft ferious Works, madefrequentufe of Writers, who gained them{elves a Reputation 
ms. The Sermous of Bithop Andrews, and by the Remarks which they made on the Works 
Tragedies of Shake/paw’, are full ofthem., The of thofe who preceded them. Jt was one of the 
waspunned into Repentance by the former, Employments of thefe Secondary Authors, to di- 
oe Latter nothing is more ufual than to fee a _ftinguifh the feveral kinds of Wit by Terms of 
weeping and quibbling for adozen Lines Art, and to confider them as‘ more or lefs perfect, 
. 3 according as they were founded in T'ruth, It is no 
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My wonder therefore, that even fuch Authors as‘J/- 
Muftadd to thefe great Authorities, which feem crates, Plato and Cicero, thould have fuch little Ble- 
ve given a kind of Sanétion to this Piece of mithes as are not to be met with iy Authors of ia 
Wit, that all the Writers of Rhetorick have much iaferior Chara&ter, who have written owe 4 
thofe 
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thofe feveral Blethiftes were difcovei'd, Ido not find 
that there was a properSeparation made betweenPunns 
and fine Wit by any of the ancient Authors, except 

usntiliaw and Longinus; But when this Dittin&ion 


was once fetled, it was.very natural for all Men of 
Senfe to agree in it. As forthe Revival of thisfalfe 


Wit, it happen’d about the time of ‘the Revival of 
Letters, But 43 fodrr a8 it was once detc&ed, if im- 
mediately vanifh’d and difappear’d. At the fame 
time there is no Queftion, but as it has funk in one 
Age and rofe in another, it will again recover it felf 
in fome diftant Period’ of Time, as Pedantry and fg- 
horance fhall prevail upon Witand Senfe. And, to 
fpeak the Truth, 1 do very much apprehend, by fome 
of the laft Winter’s Produétions; which had their 
Sets of Admirers, that our Pofterity will in 4 few 
Years degenerate into a Race of Punnfters: At leat, 
a Man may be very excufable for any Appechenfions 
of this kind, that has feen Acrofticks handed about 
the Town with great Secrefie and Applaufe ; to 
which I ‘muft alfo add a little Epigram called the 
Witches Prayer, that fell into Verie when it was 
read either lechuned or forward, excepting only, 
that it Curfed one way and Bleffed the other. AWhen 
one fees there are actually fuch Pains-takers among 
our Britifo Wits, who can tell what it may end in? 
If we muft Lath one another, let it be with the 
manly Strokes of Wit and Satyr; for I am of the 
old Philofopher’s Opinion, That if I mutt faffer 
from one or the other, I would rather it fhould be 
from the Paw of a Lion, than the Hoof of an Afs. 
I do nor fpeak this out of any Spirit of Party. There 
is a moft Dulnefé on both fides. I have feen 
Tory Aerofticks and Whig Anagrams, and do not 
quarrel with either Of ee, becaufe they are Whigs 
or zepis; but bécaufe they are Anagrams and Acro- 
fiicks. 


But to return to Punning. Having purfued the 
Hiftory ofa Punn, from its Original to its Downfal, 
I fhall hére define it r6 bea Conceit arifing from the 
uft of two Words that agree in the Sound, but dif- 
fet in the Senfe. The only way therefore to try'a 
Piece of Wit is to tranflate it into a different Lan- 

e, if it bears the Teft you may pronounce it 
trae; but if it vanithes in the Experiment, you may 
conclude it to be a Punn. In, fhart, one may fay of 
a Punnas the Country-man defcribed his Nightingale, 
that it is vox €9' preterea nibil, a Sound, and n@ 
thing but a Sound. On the contrary, one may re- 
prefent trae Wit by the Defcription which Ariftine- 
zus makes of 2 fine Woman, When fhe is dre/s’d the 
is Beautiful, when ‘fhe is andref'd the is Beautiful : 
Or, as Merceras has tranflated it, Induizur, formofa 
eft: Exnitur, ipfu forma eft. 


ERRATA. 
In Numb. LX. Col. 1. Line $3. for Caledby she 
Name of Mary Boon, read kwown by the Name of 
the Lady Boon. 


Compleat Setts of shis Paper, for the Momth of 
April, are to be fald by Mr. Graves in St. Fames's 
Street; Mr. Lewis. under Tom's Coffee-Honfe 
Covent-Garden; Mr. Lillie, Perfumer, the Corner 
roy mee ; Mr. Sanger at the Temple Gate, 
Mr. Kuapton in St. PauPs Charch-Yard, Mr.Roxndin 
Exchange Ally, azd Mrs. Baldwin in Warwick-lane, 
where a may be bad thofe for the Month of March. 






































ADVERTISEMENTS 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quali 
For the Benefit of Mrs. Knight, 
By Her Majeity’s Company of Comediay 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-lane, this pre 
B artay 4 the roth of May, will be prefented a Comedy sl 
Whe Fendye Husband; or The Accomp.ith’d Fouls. The’ 
Biddy co be perform’d by Mrs. Oldfi:ld, oir Harry Gubbin by £ 
lock, Tipkin by Mc. Nurris, Mr. Clerimnont, by Mr. Mills, Cana 
Cleriment by Mr. Wilks, Humphrey Gutb a by Mr. Petikethmag‘y 
Poutiee by Mr. Eftcourt, Mrs. Clezimont by Mrs. Bradihaw, A 
Mrs. Powell, To which will be added, a Farce, of one A& , 
eall’d, The Stage Cuach. Ticke:s may be bad 2t Mr, Lircot's, Boo 
feller in -_ . ~ ~—s Morrow, being Friday, will be pre 
a Comedy, cali’d, Lovo ¢$ the Man, or the Fop’ 
the Benefir of Mr. Bowen, oe 
‘This Play is {old by Jacob Tenfon at Shakefpear’s H : 
Citherine-itreet in bf mov , wang 








The late Mr. Thomas Brown’s Pidures (bein 
curious bur fmalt Coll: Sion of che moft eminent Mafters) wil] bef 
by Audion this Day being the roth Iuftanr, The Sale will begin ary . 
2 Clock in the Foregvon, at the late Monficue Lyoncrown’s : e 
in Leicefler-Fields, the white Pofisos Welt Side of the Square, 
PiGures are to be feen this Day, before the Sale, and Cut | 
Gratis. There is lik:wife « Parcel of excell-nt Prints and Drew; 
ad _ nee a ¥ ope -_ 6 ‘ange Pizces of Tapeft-y tiga! 

mging cothe fame perfon. The tioufe is to be 
a Stable “> Herfes, a.d attend boufes, — 
In a few Days will be Publith’d, A 

The true Time of keeping St. Matthias’s Day, ni hags Mew 
Leap Years, further thewn in a tecond familiar Conference bequaiaa ‘Real 
Churchmamand a Diflenter. [Wherein will be inferted Archbithop aM”? 
croft’s Order concerning the 'l':meof keeping icin the Year 1684, Ww 
& Vindication thtrecf.] Printed tor J. Duwning in’ Batthok 
Clofe, J. Knapton. J. Wyar, R. Koaplock, J. Botiwiek, W. Cine ia daaly ¢ 
H. Clemenes, and J. Holland in St. Paul’s Churchyard, J.Bo rr 
J. Baker in Ledga’e @rcet, London. Where mey be kad by cheSugln a: 
Author, The crue Time of keepiog St. Ma:thias’s Day in Leap Tag) 
thewa in a familiar Conference berween 9 Churchr.an and a Dem! 
Wherein is inferted Dr. Wallis’s Lécer to Bithop Fell en th Sill 
A.D. 1684. Never Primed before. The Lawfulacfs and righs 
ner of k Chriftmas, Price 3d. each. And the Rule for fate 
Esfter in the Book of Coramon Prayer, [which bas through a | 
derftanding thereof been {uppoled te fail this Year] E 5; 
commended as proper to be Remtid with Gommen Bria 
ee ery Sod 3% perteo, And in‘a fborc time will be publi’) 
the fame Author, The Rulefor finding Exfter, 8c. Explained andi 
dicated ; [Wherein Direéiotis will be given for finding the Ecelelill 
New Meea, the Dominica Letter, &c. Together with a Table. obi 
Luar and Solar Cycles, Golden Number, and Domin cal Let 
532 Yearé; Qiewing, chat the Puil Mcon is the 1 sth Day incluivelie 
tié New Moon; and a Preface giving an Hiftorical Account of the Bil 
and the feveral Objections made agaiaft it,} Pricc 6 @. 
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This Day is publith’d, 
The Paffion of Sappho, and Feaft of ‘Alexander. S# 
in York. Bel lg om for fa ve 4 fer 
ovér-againft Cacherize Rreet in the wade oe ‘ 
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LONDON: Printed for. Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain; and 4 y 


Soid by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane, where Advertifements are taken in) 
Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beasford-Rgiltings? 


as alfo by 
_ the Strand, 






